WRITE A CLEAR THESIS STATEMENT

Here is the formula for a clear thesis statement: 

Topic + Your Assertion/Opinion/Feeling about the topic = Thesis Statement

Examples:         

Topic = Abe Lincoln

Opinion = The policies of Abraham Lincoln still affect political decisions today.

Topic =  Elizabeth Cady Stanton

Opinion = If it weren’t for the efforts of Stanton and others like her, women would not have the rights they have today.

You can do this:  

Chose a topic, then add your strong opinion:

· Although she isn’t an important author in terms of her content, JK Rowling has influenced millions of non-reading children to start reading again.

· Many people feel that young children should not have cell phones, but the fact is that cell phones can keep a child safe

Now, apply this to your paper: 

· What is your topic?   

· A historical figure

· What questions are you going to ask and answer?  

· Who was this person?  

· What did they try to change?  

· What impact did they have on society?

ADD THE BLUES: 

· The Blues gives the background information the reader needs to understand the topic.

· It can educate or entertain the reader by setting the stage for the thesis statement.

The Blues in these introduction paragraphs are in italics: 

Before the Civil War, it was against the law in some parts of this country for Blacks to learn to read or write.  Some slave owners thought that if Blacks were able to read and write, they would be difficult to control.  One slave from Maryland who found a way to learn was Frederick Douglass, and in his biography Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, he tells how he learned to read.

Like many readers, I love fantasy novels.  Although I had not heard of him before, David Eddings is not a new author and I am thrilled to have discovered his series of novels called The Belgariad.  The novel Belgarion, by Eddings, is a must-read for fantasy lovers because of its gripping plot, well-developed characters and important theme.

Try one of these options:

1.  Use a quotation:   “Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.” These words, spoken by Abraham Lincoln, still ring true today.  If we are to save the government of the people, by the people and for the people, more American citizens need to be active participants in our government.

2.  Start with a question:  Why should we bother studying American history?  What does it matter what people did two hundred years ago?  In fact, if it weren’t for the work of the women of the 1800’s, women today would be living in a very different world.

3.  Present important facts related to the topic:  For many decades Blacks, Asians and other people of color were denied equal housing, employment and financial benefits for no other reason than their race, color, or creed. The work of Martin Luther King made possible the signing of the Civil Rights Act which levels the playing field for all Americans in the areas of hiring, housing and lending.

4. Make a bold or startling statement: According to CBS News, last year 17,448 people were killed in alcohol related accidents, accounting for 41 percent of all U.S. traffic deaths. Drinking and driving is more common than it should be. The legal and civil consequences for driving under the influence of alcohol, or other substances should be more punitive. 

5.  Illustrate your topic with an example from the news, TV or history:  Yesterday, a five year old got separated from his mother and lost in the local mall.  Because his mother had given him a cell phone and taught him how to use it, they were reunited in a matter of minutes and no harm came to the child.  Although many people argue against children having cell phones, the fact is that they provide safety and protection for kids in a number of ways. 

