CHAPTER  6  HOLT STUDY GUIDE: POETRY

Poetry is a compact form of literature that uses imaginative and musical language.  Words are arranged in ways designed to touch readers’ senses, emotions and minds.   

Terms to Know:

· Imagery:  writing that appeals to the five senses; creates pictures in your mind.

· Figurative Language: helps the reader picture things in new ways; makes unusual comparisons

· Simile:  compares two unlike things using the words as, like

· Metaphor: compares two unlike things without using the words as or like
· Personification: giving human qualities to an object or animal

· Assonance:  repetition of vowel sounds—creeps three feet…

· Alliteration: repetition of consonant sounds—Peter Piper picked a peck…

· Haiku:  Japanese verse that has a nature theme; 3 lines of 5, 7, and 5 syllables

· Ballad: uses a steady rhythm and simple rhyme pattern to tell a story, often sad, of betrayal, death, loss

· Ode:  long poem praising some object 

· Epic: long narrative poem telling about the quests of a hero

· Couplet:  two lines that rhyme consecutively:  I love the leopard, he is peppered…

· Elegy: poem of mourning

· Quatrain: four line verse

· Style:  the way the author arranges words to express ideas

· Rhythm: a beat or meter created by a pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables

· Rhyme:  the music of poetry—words with the same sounds

· Approximate rhymes: sounds that are similar, but not exactly the same

· Free Verse: a poem without rhythm or a regular rhyme scheme.  Poets who use free verse often create rhythm by using repetition

· Onomatopoeia:  words whose sounds resemble their meaning: snap, crackle, rustle

· Theme:  the message, main idea, or proposition of the author

Writers can appeal to the ear by using DIALECT, a way of speaking that is characteristic of a certain place or group of people.
· “Y’all com back real soon now”

The NARRATOR of the story can change the perspective and point of view.

· What if The Tell-Tale Heart was told from the view of the policeman?

· What if the wolf told the story of Little Red Riding Hood?  How would things change?

An ALLUSION is a reference to something in current events, on TV, in history, in literature and so on.  Usually an allusion refers to an aspect of culture that people share—literature, history, books, the media, politics, mythology.

· “You can’t afford to throw stones!”  This refers to the saying: people who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones.  This means you shouldn’t criticize others because you aren’t perfect yourself.
How to Read a Poem:  There are techniques you can use to help you figure out a poem:

· Look at the Title:  what does it mean?  How does it relate to the rest of the poem?

· Who is the narrator of the poem?  Does this make a difference?

· What poetic devices is the author using?  How do they affect the poem’s meaning?

· Form: Is there a pattern?  Knowing the poem’s form can sometimes help you understand it more clearly.

· Which words don’t you understand?  You might need to look them up in a dictionary to understand the poem.

· Is there a sudden change? Does the narrator, focus, or mood of the poem change?

· Theme:  what is the message of the poem?

· Look at the title again!
Responding to Poetry:  giving your reactions –both emotional and intellectual--to the author’s work based on the author’s words in the work.  When responding to poetry, you need to

· Talk about the theme/message/proposition of the poem and validate your ideas by using words from the poem

· quote from the poem using quotation marks around the “author’s exact words”

· explain why those particular words are important

· identify poetic devices and their effect on the reader.  What devices does the author use?  How/why are these important to the meaning of the poem?  Do they create imagery?

· Discuss the imagery in the poem.  YOU CAN ALWAYS FIND IMAGERY IN A POEM!!!  This is the one thing you can talk about for sure, so don’t every say there was no imagery in the poem you read!
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