CHAPTER 5  HOLT STUDY GUIDE: STYLE

Style is the way a writer uses language to express him or herself.  For example, Dr. Seuss is known for his crazy rhymes, and E.E. Cummings is known for his use of lower case letters.  There are different writing devices that authors use that can sometimes help identify them and their particular style.

Figures of Speech: Expressions that are not literally true, but express similarities between usually unrelated things.  Writers use them to make startling connections between two things.  Sometimes these are so common we don’t even know we’re using them!

· He was tied up in traffic.  (The man wasn’t really tied with ropes.)

· That check bounced.   (The check isn’t really made of rubber like a ball.)

There are several different types of FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE:

Simile:  compares two unlike things using a word of comparison such as like, than, as, or resembles.  

· Your teeth are like stars: they come out at night.

· Her hands were like ice.

· I feel lower than a snake in a ditch.

Metaphor:  compares two unlike things directly, without using a word of comparison.

· His heart is made of stone.

· He is a rotten skunk.
Extended metaphors can often be found in poetry.   

· Fame is a bee.  It has song, it has sting, ah, too, it has a wing.  (Emily Dickinson)
Personification is when you speak of a nonhuman or inanimate thing as if it had human or lifelike qualities.

· The sun smiled on our picnic.

· The falling leaf danced on the breeze.

Another common tool used by writers is SYMBOLISM.  In literature, symbols are people, places or things that have meaning in themselves, but also stand for something else.   In everyday life we have many symbols:  

· a dove with an olive branch symbolizes peace, 

· a skull and crossbones stands for poison, and 

· a bearded man called Uncle Sam symbolized the US Government

When reality is the opposite of what we expect, it’s called IRONY.

· Verbal Irony occurs when we say one thing, but mean something else.  “That’s just great,” says your friend in a disgusted tone, and you know it’s not great at all.
· Situational irony is when a situation turns out to be the opposite of what we expect.  The son of the police chief is arrested for burglary; the prize encyclopedia goes to the kid who never studies.
· Dramatic irony occurs when we know something that a character in a book (or move or play) doesn’t know.  “Don’t go through that door!” we want to scream, but the hero goes anyway.  He doesn’t know what he’ll find, but we do.
Style is also created by the pictures, or IMAGERY, a writer creates in our minds.  

· Imagery is language that creates word pictures and 

· appeals to the five senses: hearing, touch, smell, sight and tasting.

Writers can appeal to the ear by using DIALECT,  a way of speaking that is characteristic of a certain place or group of people.

· “Y’all com back real soon now”

The NARRATOR of the story can change the perspective and point of view.

· What if The Tell-Tale Heart was told from the view of the policeman?

· What if the wolf told the story of Little Red Riding Hood?  How would things change?

An ALLUSION is a reference to something in current events, on TV, in history, in literature and so on.  Usually an allusion refers to an aspect of culture that people share—literature, history, books, the media, politics, mythology.

· “You can’t afford to throw stones!”  This refers to the saying: people who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones.  This means you shouldn’t criticize others because you aren’t perfect yourself.
