List of Literary Terms
Authors use tools, or literary devices, to create certain moods, tones or attributes in their writing.  Below is the basic format for writing a simple analysis, along with a “laundry list of literary terms” to choose from.  Follow this model for success (see back side of this paper).

	Literary Device
	Definition
	
	What authors create

	
	
	
	Authors can use any of the devices to create the following:

	Irony
	When we get the opposite of what we expect
	
	Suspense

	Dramatic Irony
	When we know something the character doesn’t know
	
	Horror

	Verbal Irony
	When we say the opposite of what we mean
	
	Emotion

	Situational Irony
	When the situation turns out to be the opposite of what we expect
	
	Rhythm

	Imagery
	Pictures in our minds authors form with their words
	
	Realistic characters

	Repetition
	Repeating  words or phrases


	
	Make a comparison

	Dialect
	A way of speaking that is characteristic of a certain place or group of people
	
	imagery

	Allusion
	A reference to something in culture, literature or history that people share
	
	

	Metaphor
	Direct comparison of two unlike things
	
	

	Simile
	Comparison of two unlike things using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’
	
	

	Symbolism
	Using a person, place or thing to represent something else
	
	

	Personification
	Giving human qualities to nonhuman or inanimate objects
	
	

	Figures of speech
	Expressions that are not literally true…(metaphors, similes, etc.)
	
	

	Free Verse
	A poem with no regular rhyme scheme or rhythm
	
	

	Lyric Poem

	A poem that does not tell a story, but expresses author’s feelings about a certain topic
	
	

	Ballad

	A song-like poem, often sad, that tells a story.  Uses simple language and has a regular rhythm/rhyme scheme.
	
	

	Assonance

	The repetition of vowel sounds in words close together. 
	
	

	Alliteration
	The repetition of consonant sounds in words close together (tongue twisters).

	
	

	Epic Poem
	A long, narrative poem that tells a story of a hero on a quest.  Written in formal language.
	
	








