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	ITEM
	YES
	NO
	WHAT I NEED TO DO

	Thesis Statement answers the question about the impact the person had on history.  It answers the So What? Who Cares? Questions.
	
	
	

	Sentence Combining.  Highlight any sentences that are  6 words or less.  Are there more than two in any one paragraph? Can you combine these sentences to make longer, more effective ones?
	
	
	

	Sentence Beginnings.  In a different color than above, highlight any sentences that start with the subject and are followed by the verb. (Jefferson was an amazing president.)  If there are more than 3 of these in each paragraph, can you add new sentence beginnings to vary your sentences?
	
	
	

	Topic Sentences.  Does each paragraph have an interesting topic sentence?  The topic sentence should not contain a fact.
	
	
	

	Transitions.  Does the last sentence of each paragraph summarize the information or lead to the next paragraph?  Are you using enough transitions so your reader can easily follow your paper?
	
	
	

	Citations.  Are quote marks and citations used correctly in each and every paragraph? Are the abbreviations appropriate so they are easy to find on the  works cited page?
	
	
	

	Quotes, paraphrasing, summarizing.  Are quotes used effectively?  Have you blended your own words with the quotes to make clear sentences?  Have you chosen the best words from the quote to make your point?
	
	
	

	Conclusion.  Does the conclusion restate the importance of this person in history?  Does it leave the reader satisfied and in agreement with your thesis?
	
	
	

	Mechanics:  Spelling, grammar, punctuation are correct and grade-level appropriate.
	
	
	


