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Writing: Review of a Novel

Your novel review will include the following:   (see the model on pg 625 of text)

· Summary of the plot of the novel.

· Thesis statement which draws a conclusion about the novel and is supported in the paper.

· Description of characters and/or setting and/or plot with supporting evidence.

· Explanation of the main theme(s) of the novel with supporting evidence.

· Conclusion that restates the thesis and its importance, explains the impact of the novel on the reader, and makes a recommendation.

Here are a few tips to help you write your review:

1. Review your ‘bookmark’ for main points of the novel.

2. Decide what the most important message/messages are in the novel.  What is the theme or main idea?  What can be learned by reading this book?  What did the characters learn?  What insight about life can we gain from this book?

3. Fill in the Prewriting Worksheet and Drawing a Conclusion Worksheet.  Use these to brainstorm.

Format for Novel Review

	#
	Requirement
	Do you have this?

	1
	Create a neat and complete review that follows these directions.    Use correct essay format.  Use proper spelling and punctuation.
	

	2
	 Introduction: grabs the reader’s attention and includes title of novel, author’s name, and thesis.
	

	3
	Thesis statement:  clearly draws a conclusion about the novel and explains that conclusion.
	

	4
	Body paragraphs discuss only one literary element each. (Characters, plot, setting, etc.)  
	

	5
	Plot Summary:  Summarize the plot in seven to ten sentences.  Include only the most important events, but do cover the whole story—without giving away the ending.  You should also mention the setting in this paragraph. Be thorough in this section for full points.
	

	6
	Characters:  List the main characters and describe each one in one or two sentences.  Describe both their appearance and personality/ main characteristics.  USE A QUOTE FROM THE STORY to prove your point.
	

	7
	Theme:  What can we learn from reading this novel?  What do the characters learn about life, themselves, each other?  Can we apply that to our own lives?  Talk about the theme in a well-developed paragraph (at least 6 sentences).  USE A QUOTE FROM THE STORY to ‘prove’ your point about what you think the theme is.  Be sure to copy the quote correctly, use quotation marks, and include the page number.
	

	8
	Recommendation:  Would you recommend this novel to another reader?  Why or why not.  Explain your response in 2-3 sentences.
	

	
	Evaluation:


	


